
Lutherans & 

Protestants 

Martin Luther (1483-1546) 

1505: Enters Augustinian Friary 

1507: Priest 

1512: Doctor in Bible, Wittenberg 

1517: 95 Theses 

1520: Papal Condemnation: Exsurge Domine 

1521: Excommunicated: Diet of Worms 

1524-25: Peasants’ War 

1525: Marries Katerina von Bora 

1525: Bondage of the Will (Against Erasmus) 

1529: Marburg Colloquy (Against Zwingli) 

1530: Augsburg Confession 

1534: German Bible 
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Reception of Luther in England 

95 Theses (1517) 
Published in 1519 

Resolutiones disputationum de virtute indulgentiarum 
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Reception of Luther in England 

Henry VIII 
Assertio septem sacramentorum (1521) 

Sir Thomas More (ghost writer / co-writer) 

Leo X: Fidei Defensor Fidei (1521) 
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Reception of Luther in England 

Travelers & Merchants 
Luther’s works in print editions 

Others too 

Andreas Carlstadt 

Thomas Müntzer 

Huldrich Zwingli 
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Reception of Luther in England 

Oxford 

Cambridge: White Horse Inn  
“Little Germany” 

The Cast of Characters 

‘The Instigators’ 

Robert Barnes 

Thomas Bilney 

‘The Converts’ 

Hugh Latimer 

Nicholas Ridley 

Thomas Cranmer 

‘The Translators’ 

William Tyndale 

Myles Coverdale 

‘The Conservative’ 

Stephen Gardiner 
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Reception of Luther in England 

Cambridge: White Horse Inn  
‘The Instigators’ 

Robert Barnes (c. 1495-1540) 
Austin Friar, Doctor of Divinity 

Bible study & theological discussion 

Criticized church on evangelical grounds 

Tried; abjure or be condemned (1526) 

Visit to the Continent (1528) 

‘Diplomat’ between England & Germany 

Eventually burned as heretic (Six Articles) 

Thomas Bilney (c. 1495-1531) 
Ordained 1519 

Disliked scholasticism; turned to Erasmus 

Evangelical Evangelist: Latimer, Parker 

Opposed saints, relics, pilgrimages 

Upheld pope, mass, church 

Heresy trial; convicted; recanted (1526) 

‘Relapse’; open air preaching (1529) 

Arrested in Norwich; tried; burned (1531) 
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Reception of Luther in England 

Cambridge: White Horse Inn  
‘The Converts’ 

Hugh Latimer (c. 1487-1555)  
Fellow of Clare, university preacher & chaplain 

‘obstinate papist’ converted by Bilney’s confession 

Advocated English translation of Holy Scripture 

Warned by Cardinal Wolsey (1528) 

Bishop of Worcester (1535) 

Deprived, imprisoned under Henry VIII (1539) 

Restored under Edward VI (c. 1550) 

Tried, condemned, burned under Mary I (1555) 
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Reception of Luther in England 

Cambridge: White Horse Inn  
‘The Converts’ 

Nicholas Ridley (c. 1500-1555) 
Educated at Pembroke and the Sorbonne 

Appointed Senior Proctor of Cambridge (1534) 

Chaplaincy: AbC (1537), King (1540-1) 

Tried for, exonerated of, heresy (1543) 

Bishop of Rochester (1547); Liturgical reforms 

Vestments Controversy with Hooper (1550-53) 

Aided Lady Jane Grey; imprisoned; burned (1555) 
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Reception of Luther in England 

Cambridge: White Horse Inn  
‘The Converts’ 

Thomas Cranmer (1489-1556) 
Jesus College, Cambridge (1503) 

BA (1512), MA (1515), Fellow (1515) 

First marriage; gives up fellowship; Joan dies 

Jesus takes him back 

Ordained (by 1520); Doctorate of Divinity (1526) 

Early conservative theological inclinations 

Erasmus over Luther 

Cardinal Wolsey sent him to Spain 

Contacts with Continental Protestants 

Simon Grynaeus (from Basel, in England) 

Huldrych Zwingli (Zurich) 

Johannes Oecolampadius (Basel) 

Martin Bucer (Strasbourg): epistolary 

On Continent: Andreas Osiander (Nuremberg) 

Second marriage: Osiander’s niece, Margarete 

Archbishop of Canterbury (1532) 

Tried, Recants, Recants Again, Burned (1556)  
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Reception of Luther in England 

Cambridge: White Horse Inn  
‘The Translators’ 

William Tyndale (c. 1494-1536) 

Studied at Magdalen Hall, Oxford  

BA (1506-12), MA (1515) 

Cambridge (1517-1521) 

Interrogated by Chancellor of Worcester 

Petitioned Bishop Cuthbert Tunstall (1523) 

Goes to Germany (1524) 

Begins Translation of New Testament (1525) 

The Practyse of Prelates (1530) 

Ran afoul of Henry VIII 

Arrested in Antwerp (1535) 

Tried, convicted, strangled & burned (1536) 
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Reception of Luther in England 

Cambridge: White Horse Inn  
‘The Translators’ 

Myles Coverdale (c. 1488-1569) 

Student, Austin Friar at Cambridge 

On the Continent (1528-1535) 

First complete English Bible (1535) 

Printing of Great Bible, Paris (1538) 

Brief return to England (1539) 

Cromwell falls, flees to Germany (1540) 

Back to England, King’s Chaplain (1548) 

Bishop of Exeter (1551) 

Deposed by Mary; Fled to Continent (1553) 

Returned to England (1559) 

Rector of St. Magnus, London (1564-1566) 

Dies, London (1569) 
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Reception of Luther in England 

Cambridge: White Horse Inn  
‘The Conservative’ 

Stephen Gardiner (c. 1483-1555) 

Student at Trinity Hall, Cambridge 

Doctor: Civil Law (1520), Canon Law (1521) 

Diplomatic service to France (1527) 

Secretary to Cardinal Wolsey (1527) 

Deployed to pursue the King’s Great Matter 

King’s Secretary 

Archdeacon of Taunton, Worcester, Norfolk 

Archdeacon of Leicester (1531) 

Bishop of Winchester (1531) 

Enactment of Six Articles (1539) 

Conservative alternative to Cranmer 

Opposed Edwardian reforms; imprisoned 

Reinstated under Mary, Lord Chancellor 

Illness and death (1555) 


